
Reference List for NHSN Variable Names

Variable Name Description
abxStart In-unit IV Antimicrobial Start
accRelBact Access Related Bacteremia
admDateYH Admission Half/Yr
admDateYM Admission Mon/Yr
admDateYQ Admission Qtr/Yr
admDateYr Admission Year
admitDate Admission Date
admToDisDays Days: Admit to Discharge
admToEvntDays Days: Admit to Event
ageAtEvent Age at Event Date
allBSICount BSI Count
allPNEUCount Pneu Count
allSSICount SSI Count
allUTICount UTI Count
AMK Amikacin
AMP Ampicillin
AMPSUL Ampicillin/Sulbactam
AMXCLV Amoxacillin/Clavulanic Acid
anesthesia General Anesthesia
approach Type of Approach
approachDesc Approach Description
AR_Mean NHSN AR Pooled Mean
AR_Pctl10 NHSN AR 10th Percentile
AR_Pctl25 NHSN AR 25th Percentile
AR_Pctl50 NHSN AR 50th Percentile
AR_Pctl75 NHSN AR 75th Percentile
AR_Pctl90 NHSN AR 90th Percentile
AR_Tested NHSN No. Tested
AR_Units No. of NHSN Units
ARRate AR Rate
asa ASA Class
asaDesc ASA Class Description
AZITH Azithromycin
AZT Aztreonam
bCultIncid Positive Blood Culture
bedsize Bedsize
birthWt Birth Wt
birthWtCode Birth Wt Code
birthWtCodeDesc Birth Wt Code Description
bldCultSource Blood Culture Source
bldCultSourceDesc Blood Culture Source Description
bldCulture Blood Culture
bldCultureDesc Blood Culture Description
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bldLoss Estimated Blood Loss - ml
CathDU Cath Util Ratio
CathDU_Mean NHSN Cath DU Pooled Mean
CathDU_Pctl10 NHSN Cath DU 10th Percentile
CathDU_Pctl25 NHSN Cath DU 25th Percentile
CathDU_Pctl50 NHSN Cath DU 50th Percentile
CathDU_Pctl75 NHSN Cath DU 75th Percentile
CathDU_Pctl90 NHSN Cath DU 90th Percentile
CAU_Mean NHSN CAU Pooled Mean
CAU_Pctl10 NHSN CAU 10th Percentile
CAU_Pctl25 NHSN CAU 25th Percentile
CAU_Pctl50 NHSN CAU 50th Percentile
CAU_Pctl75 NHSN CAU 75th Percentile
CAU_Pctl90 NHSN CAU 90th Percentile
CAU_UCDays NHSN Urinary Catheter-Days
CAU_Units No. of NHSN Units
CAUCount CA UTI Count
CAURate CA UTI Rate
CEFAZ Cefazolin
CEFEP Cefepime
CEFOT Cefotaxime
CEFOX Cefoxitin
CEFTAZ Ceftazidime
CEFTRX Ceftriaxone
CEFUR Cefuroxime
cellulitis Cellulitis
centralLine Central Line
CEPH Cephalothin
CIPRO Ciprofloxacin
CLAB_CLDays NHSN Central Line-Days
CLAB_Mean NHSN CLAB Pooled Mean
CLAB_Pctl10 NHSN CLAB 10th Percentile
CLAB_Pctl25 NHSN CLAB 25th Percentile
CLAB_Pctl50 NHSN CLAB 50th Percentile
CLAB_Pctl75 NHSN CLAB 75th Percentile
CLAB_Pctl90 NHSN CLAB 90th Percentile
CLAB_Units No. of NHSN Units
CLABCount CLA BSI Count
CLABRate CLA BSI Rate
CLARTH Clarithromycin
CLIND Clindamycin
cmsID CMS ID
comment Comment
compFollowed Components Followed

Page 2 of 8



Reference List for NHSN Variable Names

completedFlag Complete
contribDeath Contrib To Death
CTET Cefotetan
ctResistant Resistant
customDen1 Custom Denominator 1
customDen2 Custom Denominator 2
CustomDen3 Custom Denominator 3
customDen4 Custom Denominator 4
customDen5 Custom Denominator 5
customEventType Custom Event Type
DAPTO Daptomycin
deactDate Deactivation Date
deactReason Deactivation Reason
denialCmt Denial Comment
diabetes Diabetes Mellitus
dialCard Cardiovascular Event
dialFever Fever
dialNonInf Vasc Access Problem w/out Infection
dialOth Other Problem
dialOthSfy Other Problem Specifics
dialPneu Pneumonia
dialPRS Pus, Redness, or Swelling
dialResp Respiratory Infection (not Pneu)
dialUTI Urinary Tract Infection
dialVanc IV Vancomycin Started
dialWnd Wound with Pus/Redness
died Died
dischargeDate Discharge Date
disDateYH Discharge Half/Yr
disDateYM Discharge Mon/Yr
disDateYQ Discharge Qtr/Yr
disDateYr Discharge Year
dob Patient Date of Birth
drug Drug
drugDesc Drug Description
DU_PatDays NHSN Patient-Days
DU_Units No. of NHSN Units
emergency Emergency Procedure
endoscope Endoscopic Approach
enrollNum Enrollment Number
ERTA Ertapenem
ERYTH Erythromycin
eventDate Event Date
eventID Event ID
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eventType Event Type
eventTypeDesc Event Type Description
evntDateYH Event Half/Yr
evntDateYM Event Mon/Yr
evntDateYQ Event Qtr/Yr
evntDateYr Event Year
evntToDisDays Days: Event to Discharge
exemptOrg Exempt Organization from Audit
facility Facility
facType Type of Facility
fistula Fistula
GATI Gatifloxacin
gender Gender
GENT Gentamicin
gname First Name
graft Graft
groupType Type of Group
groupTypeOth Other Group Description
holdCmt Hold Comment
hospIncident Hospitalization
hpro Type of Hip Prosthesis Procedure
hproDesc HPRO Description
hrLabor Duration of Labor - hr
htFeet Patient Height - ft
htInches Patient Height - in
htMetric Patient Height - meters   
id2 Patient ID2
IMI Imipenem
kpro Type of Knee Prosthesis Procedure
kproDesc KPRO Description
lcbiPath LCBI Pathway
lcbiPathDesc LCBI Pathway Description
LEVO Levofloxacin
LineDU CL Util Ratio
LineDU_Mean NHSN Line DU Pooled Mean
LineDU_Pctl10 NHSN Line DU 10th Percentile
LineDU_Pctl25 NHSN Line DU 25th Percentile
LineDU_Pctl50 NHSN Line DU 50th Percentile
LineDU_Pctl75 NHSN Line DU 75th Percentile
LineDU_Pctl90 NHSN Line DU 90th Percentile
linkedProc Linked Procedure
LNZ Linezolid
localAccInf Local Access Infection
location Location
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locCDC CDC Location
locCDCDesc CDC Location Description
locLabel Location Label
locStatus Location Status
majTeach Major Teaching
medID med ID
MERO Meropenem
mname Middle Name
modifyDate Last Modified
MOXI Moxifloxacin
mult Multiplier
multiProc Multiple Procedures
name Facility Name
natlPooledMean NHSN Aggregate Pooled Mean
NHSNRate NHSN Rate
nhsnRatio NHSN Ratio
numCLDays Central Line Days
numPatDays Patient Days
numPCLDays Perm Central Line Days
numTCLDays Temp Central Line Days
numUCathDays Urinary Catheter Days
numUmbCDays Umbilical Catheter Days
numVentDays Ventilator Days
OFLOX Ofloxacin
orgAdmUsername Adm User Name
orgID Org ID
outpatient Performed in Outpatient Setting
OX Oxacillin
pathIdentified Pathogen Idenified
pathogen Pathogen
pathogenDesc Pathogen Description
patID Patient ID
PCLAB_CLDays NHSN Perm Central Line-Days
PCLAB_Mean NHSN PCLAB Pooled Mean
PCLAB_Pctl10 NHSN PCLAB 10th Percentile
PCLAB_Pctl25 NHSN PCLAB 25th Percentile
PCLAB_Pctl50 NHSN PCLAB 50th Percentile
PCLAB_Pctl75 NHSN PCLAB 75th Percentile
PCLAB_Pctl90 NHSN PCLAB 90th Percentile
PCLAB_Units No. of NHSN Units
PCLABCount Perm CLA BSI Count
PCLABRate Perm CLA BSI Rate
PENG Penicillin G
permCentralLine Permanent Central Line
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PIP Piperacillin
PIPTAZ Piperacillin/Tazobactam
PLineDU Perm CL Util Ratio
PLineDU_Mean NHSN Perm Line DU Pooled Mean
PLineDU_Pctl10 NHSN Perm Line DU 10th Percentile
PLineDU_Pctl25 NHSN Perm Line DU 25th Percentile
PLineDU_Pctl50 NHSN Perm Line DU 50th Percentile
PLineDU_Pctl75 NHSN Perm Line DU 75th Percentile
PLineDU_Pctl90 NHSN Perm Line DU 90th Percentile
port Port
postProc Post-Procedure
procCode Procedure Code
procCodeDesc Procedure Code Description
procDate Procedure Date
procDateYH Procedure Half/Yr
procDateYM Procedure Mon/Yr
procDateYQ Procedure Qtr/Yr
procDateYr Procedure Year
procDurationHr Duration of Procedure - hr
procDurationMin Duration of Procedure - min
procICD9Code Procedure ICD9 Code
prsFistula Fistula with Pus/Red/Swell
prsGraft Graft with Pus/Red/Swell
prsPCLine Perm CLine with Pus/Red/Swell
prsPort Port with Pus/Red/Swell
prsTCLine Temp CLine with Pus/Red/Swell
QUIDAL Quinupristin/Dalfopristin
rate_pValue Rate pValue
RateYM Year/Month of Rate
ratio_pValue Ratio pValue
RIF Rifampin
risk Risk
secBSI Secondary BSI
spcEvent Specific Event
spcEventDesc Specific Event Description
spinalLevel Spinal Level
spinalLevelDesc Spinal Level Description
ssn SSN
status Status
surgeonCode Surgeon Code
surgGName Surgeon First Name
surgMName Surgeon Middle Name
surgStatus Surgeon Status
surgSurname Surgeon Last Name
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surname Last Name
swClass Wound Class
swClassDesc Wound Class Description
TCLAB_CLDays NHSN Temp Central Line-Days
TCLAB_Mean NHSN TCLAB Pooled Mean
TCLAB_Pctl10 NHSN TCLAB 10th Percentile
TCLAB_Pctl25 NHSN TCLAB 25th Percentile
TCLAB_Pctl50 NHSN TCLAB 50th Percentile
TCLAB_Pctl75 NHSN TCLAB 75th Percentile
TCLAB_Pctl90 NHSN TCLAB 90th Percentile
TCLAB_Units No. of NHSN Units
TCLABCount Temp CLA BSI Count
TCLABRate Temp CLA BSI Rate
tempCentralLine Temporary Central Line
TETRA Tetracycline
TICAR Ticarcillin
TICLAV Ticarcillin/Clavulanic Acid
TLineDU Temp CL Util Ratio
TLineDU_Mean NHSN Temp Line DU Pooled Mean
TLineDU_Pctl10 NHSN Temp Line DU 10th Percentile
TLineDU_Pctl25 NHSN Temp Line DU 25th Percentile
TLineDU_Pctl50 NHSN Temp Line DU 50th Percentile
TLineDU_Pctl75 NHSN Temp Line DU 75th Percentile
TLineDU_Pctl90 NHSN Temp Line DU 90th Percentile
TMZ Trimethoprim/Sulfamethoxazole
TOBRA Tobramycin
totTested Tested
trauma Trauma
UCAB_Mean NHSN UCAB Pooled Mean
UCAB_Pctl10 NHSN UCAB 10th Percentile
UCAB_Pctl25 NHSN UCAB 25th Percentile
UCAB_Pctl50 NHSN UCAB 50th Percentile
UCAB_Pctl75 NHSN UCAB 75th Percentile
UCAB_Pctl90 NHSN UCAB 90th Percentile
UCAB_UCDays NHSN Umb Cath-Days
UCAB_Units No. of NHSN Units
UCABCount UCA BSI Count
UCABRate UCA BSI Rate
umbCatheter Umbilical Catheter
UmbCDU Umb Cath Util Ratio
UmbCDU_Mean NHSN Umb Cath DU Pooled Mean
UmbCDU_Pctl10 NHSN Umb Cath DU 10th Percentile
UmbCDU_Pctl25 NHSN Umb Cath DU 25th Percentile
UmbCDU_Pctl50 NHSN Umb Cath DU 50th Percentile
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UmbCDU_Pctl75 NHSN Umb Cath DU 75th Percentile
UmbCDU_Pctl90 NHSN Umb Cath DU 90th Percentile
urinaryCath Urinary Catheter
VANC Vancomycin
VAP_Mean NHSN VAP Pooled Mean
VAP_Pctl10 NHSN VAP 10th Percentile
VAP_Pctl25 NHSN VAP 25th Percentile
VAP_Pctl50 NHSN VAP 50th Percentile
VAP_Pctl75 NHSN VAP 75th Percentile
VAP_Pctl90 NHSN VAP 90th Percentile
VAP_Units No of NHSN Units
VAP_VDays NHSN Ventilator Days
VAPCount VA Pneu Count
VAPRate VA Pneu Rate
vascAccInf Vascular Access Infection
VentDU Vent Util Ratio
VentDU_Mean NHSN Vent DU Pooled Mean
VentDU_Pctl10 NHSN Vent DU 10th Percentile
VentDU_Pctl25 NHSN Vent DU 25th Percentile
VentDU_Pctl50 NHSN Vent DU 50th Percentile
VentDU_Pctl75 NHSN Vent DU 75th Percentile
VentDU_Pctl90 NHSN Vent DU 90th Percentile
ventUsed Ventilator
version Version
wtEnglish Patient Weight - lb
wtMetric Patient Weight - kg
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